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Women's Agency, well-being, & empowerment

1. Women’s right to basic necessities essential.... food and medical care—
Missing women in China and India and Bangladesh \

2. Women’s empowerment, legal protection, intra-household bargaining L
power, protection from rape and domestic violence... basic human
rights... Univerisal education... MDG 2

3. Women’s agency is the right to control finances, own property,
choose who and when to marry, to work outside the home, key is to
control $S and an independent source of income (full equal economic
status)....

4. Recent lack of Anglo agency is why Lady Mary’s life is upended by the
Titanic... and drives the plot of every Jane Austin novel...

5. Not who runs the government Ellen Sirleaf Johnson or wins a Nobel
prize but who makes the decision who and when to marry, when to
work and when not to work...

Paradox: Women’s agency seems to reduce poverty in LDCs but increases it in OECD ctys... ???



http://downtonabbey.wikia.com/wiki/Mary_Crawley
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2011/johnson_sirleaf-facts.html
http://downtonabbey.wikia.com/wiki/Mary_Crawley
http://downtonabbey.wikia.com/wiki/Mary_Crawley
http://www.emansion.gov.lr/2content.php?sub=121&related=19&third=121&pg=sp
http://www.emansion.gov.lr/2content.php?sub=121&related=19&third=121&pg=sp

Sen on Agency vs well-being vs. empowerment

e The concentration was mainly on women's well-being-and it was a much
needed corrective...” but now “women are increasingly seen.... as active
agents of change: the dynamic promoters of social transformations that can
alter the lives of both women and men...” Sen, 1999, p. 189.

* 'Understanding the agency role is thus central to recognizing people as
responsible persons..... but also we act or refuse to act, and can choose to
act one way rather than another. And thus we-women and men-must take
responsibility for doing things or not doing them. Sen, 1999, p. 190.

e “..working outside the home and earning an independent income tend to
have a clear impact on enhancing the social standing of a woman in the
household and the society.” Sen, 1999, p. 191

» Kabeer’s 2001 book is “Free to choose” about Bangladeshi women in London who choose to work

in the home while in BGD they work in factories....” See also Hans Rosling and Mohammed Yunus
on the Bangladesh miracle...



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAJC2YAJw_A

Traditions & institutions reduce women'’s agency

 Lack of employment opportunities (or opposition to women'’s
employment --- the Casavas in Nigeria case study, Kristof and Wudunn)

* Early marriage and the Dowry system in India and Bangladesh, girls
not brides... ownership of land and assets, rights of widows...

* Lack of control over marriage, medical and child bearing decisions
(Missing women, Melinda Gates’ TED talk.... )

* High USMR very hard on women, anemia, stress of child birth on
young women’s health & status acute, see CGD women’s stats

* Women in China and Rwanda and BGD (Kristof and Wudunn Chapt 12)



http://go.worldbank.org/CQCTMSFI40
http://www.ted.com/talks/melinda_gates_let_s_put_birth_control_back_on_the_agenda
http://womanstats.org/
http://class.povertylectures.com/KristofWudunnHalftheSkyChapter12AxisEquality.pdf

Women'’s agency works miracles... in BGD and in the World

L e i [ o237 |

2011 Muhammad Yunus keynote

fz\\.v

CAPITAL

in the Twenty-First Century

THOMAS

. - . -
- - - »
e - -"-,..‘ _;__ ’.’H o -
g By | Ry | R RS e a1 T R
P v,‘.."’ AP h_‘;:’ o s o : e G il
| A A "

| | -

) ol N ‘ e
‘-".‘;‘.'f e ( | {11 oo TXRRR

LB L |~ | | I
. {4 T
| n-i. wrr it
ey
L.
|

DON'T PANIC — Hans Rosling showing the facts about population


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAJC2YAJw_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAJC2YAJw_A
https://vimeo.com/29281457
https://vimeo.com/29281457
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FACK2knC08E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FACK2knC08E

Missing women and
higher mortality
rates evidence of
Gender bias, Sen,
1999 Development
as Freedom Kerala,
China, US. African
Americans


http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ifi/INF9200/h12/readings/papers/Sen.pdf
http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ifi/INF9200/h12/readings/papers/Sen.pdf

Missing women and
higher mortality
rates evidence of
Gender bias, Sen,
(1999) Development
as Freedom Kerala,
China, US. African
Americans

FIGURE 1.1: Variations in Male Survival Rates by Region
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Sowmrces: United States, 1991-1993: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Health United States 1995 (Hyattsville, Md.: National Center for Health Seatistics,
1996); Kerala, 1991: Government of India, Sample Registration System: Fertility
and Mortality Indicators 1991 (New Delhi: Office of the Registrar General, 1991);
China, 1992: World Health Organization, World Health Statistics Annual 1994
(Geneva: World Health Organization, 1994).


http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ifi/INF9200/h12/readings/papers/Sen.pdf
http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ifi/INF9200/h12/readings/papers/Sen.pdf

Education increases women’s agency?

* Join the Peace Corps “Let girls learn” project

Malala's Story
The Documentary

DURATION: 24:30

Join First Lady Michelle Obama and the Peace Corps to

Let Girls Learn Rappers: DJ Naida and MC Melodee
The Conversation

DURATION: 28:00



http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/biggest-barriers-educating-girls-around-globe/
https://letgirlslearn.peacecorps.gov/
https://letgirlslearn.peacecorps.gov/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02kcmtn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02kcmtn

Education & the HCZ increases Kiara Molina’s agency

The HCZ combines pre-school, Charter schools, health care, college counseling and
CCTs... it has become a model for a series of new “Promise Zones designed to
reduce poverty and enhance opportunity



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX2VYGLKI9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX2VYGLKI9w

Social structure and Culture Matter in WJ
Wilson’s 2010

Holistic Analysis of Inner-City Poverty

e Geoffrey Canada of 60 minutes



http://www.uscrossier.org/21stcentury/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/wilson_structure-and-culture_20101.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0-xN6xc_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=it_-x3qKKOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=it_-x3qKKOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0-xN6xc_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0-xN6xc_w

Self-employment increases Jumah Tarr’s agency in Liberia....

* Liberia 'Economic Empowerment of Adolescent
Girls and Young Women' (EPAG) is a pilot project



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rP4-b1FN_g&list=PLAD0B5EC91812E621&index=4&feature=plpp_video
http://go.worldbank.org/FPWGF6D2A0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rP4-b1FN_g&list=PLAD0B5EC91812E621&index=4&feature=plpp_video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rP4-b1FN_g&list=PLAD0B5EC91812E621&index=4&feature=plpp_video

Chant 2
Shifting into high gear

Gender outcomes Gondar oviomes Rl o eracions ekesen Rousehece
reflect interactions
between
families, markets &
formal & informal
inStitUtionS (Ravenga & Shetty,

2013, Empowering Women smart
Economics)

Source: Wordd Bark, 2011, Workd Development Regort 2012


http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm

ofeschooy AENAeEr parity in education (ravenga & sretty, 2012)
Gender parity has been achieved in primary and secondary enroliments, while tertiary enroliments favor young women.

7 Primasy ecucaton Seconcary e0ucaton 78 Terary education
100 100 . = 100 K TR
Boys ff Boys 1ol Nen
Ao Py .o cisadvartaged “’;.. — AI0Vartaged
3 80 :P_) * 380 ‘\. . i 80 '
L Y o 5
§ €0 g %% é 60 ¢ - 60
: | , {
g 40 . g 40 o2, g 40 . 1
. )
- ! : °Q.
; 20 = 20 o“.l g 20 p* A
Gits g5 Gins 84 women
: aAsa0vartiged & asaovantaged J)-'q osaovantaged
0 20 40 60 80 100 o0 20 40 60 80 100 0() 20 40 &0 80 100
Net school esvoliment (boys) Net school ensoliment (boys) Gross school enroliment (men)

- East Asla and Pacic Europe and Central Asa  Latin Amwerica and Canbbean Middie East and North Afica South Asla © Sub-Saharan Afiica
* High-income countries

Source: Wodd Bask, Wordd Development Indicatons database.
Note: The £45° ne in each panel hows geader party n envoliments. Anry posnt above Bt Ine mears more women 3% enroled Dan men.


http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm

About 4 million females were “missing” in 2008.
(excess female deaths, thousands)

(=]
o
-
; L] F %\
Total
F At birth Under § 5-14 15-49 50-59 (under 60)
our 1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008 1990 2008
- China 890 1092 259 71 21 5 208 56 92 30 1470 1254
mIHIOn Ind1a 265 257 428 251 94 45 388 228 81 75 1255 856
w .. ,,  Sub-Saharan Africa 42 53 183 203 61 17 302 71 S50 9 639 1,18
m|SS|ng ' High HIV prevalence
countries 0 O0 6 39 5 18 38 328 4 31 53 416
? | ? Low HIV prevalence
women: countries 42 53 177 163 57 59 264 423 46 68 586 766
South Asta
(Ravenga&Shetty} (excluding IngIa) 0 1 9 72 32 20 176 161 37 51 346 305
East Asia and Pacific
2012) (excluding China) 3 4 14 7 14 9 137 113 48 46 216 179
See also Sen mmmmam 5 6 13 7 4 1 43 24 15 15 80 52
Chapter 4. East and Central Asia I T T RTONOR A A T
Latin Amenica and
Canbbean o ® W B 3 1 20 0 17 13 & 3
Total 1212 1427 1010 617 230 158 1286 1347 343 334 4082 3882

Source: Woreld Development Report 2012 team estimates based on data from the World Health Organization and the Population Division of the Unated
Natons Department of Economic and Social Affairs.


http://www.imf.org/external/Pubs/FT/fandd/2012/03/revenga.htm

Levels and trends in the under-five mortality rate, by Millennium Development Goal region,
1990-2012 (deaths per 1,000 live births, unless otherwise indicated)

PrOgreSS MDG 2 (www.childmortality.org

Annual rate of

T ST raduction (percant)
target (percent)] 1990-  1990-  2000-
Region 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2012 2015 19902012 2012 2000 2012
Developed regions 15 n 10 B 7 b e o7 3.8 3.9 3.8
Developing regions 99 93 83 69 8l h3 33 47 2.9 1.8 3.8
Northern Africa 13 67 43 N 24 22 24 G4 54 h.3 5.5
Sub-Saharan Africa 171 170 155 130 106 08 h9 45 2.7 1.4 3.8
Latin America and the Caribbean 2 43 32 25 23 19 18 ] 4.7 b1 414
Caucasus and Central Asia 13 73 62 49 39 36 24 Al 3.2 1.6 4.5
Eastern Asia h3 46 37 24 16 14 18 74 B 3.7 8.0
Excluding China 27 33 N 20 17 15 9 45 2.7 -1.2 5.9
Southern Asia 126 109 g2 TG 63 he a2 hd 3.5 3 3.9
Excluding India 125 109 93 78 G 61 a2 51 3.4 3.0 3.5
South-eastern Asia n hi 48 38 33 30 24 57 3.9 3.9 3.8
Western Asia 65 hd 42 34 26 25 22 G2 44 4.4 4.5
Oceania 14 0 67 64 bl b5 25 26 14 1.0 1.7
World 90 85 15 63 52 ag 30 47 29 1.7 3.8

Mote: All calculations are based on unrounded numbsars.


http://www.childmortality.org/

Malnutrition
Mothers and
children:
Progress In
China and
India, but
China way
ahead

(Svedberg, IFPRI)



http://class.povertylectures.com/IFPRIUltraPovertyHungerChinavsIndiaMalnutrition.pdf
ttp://class.povertylectures.com/IFPRIUltraPovertyHungerChinavsIndiaMalnutrition.pdf
ttp://class.povertylectures.com/IFPRIUltraPovertyHungerChinavsIndiaMalnutrition.pdf

Child
Malnutri
tion In
India vs
China vs
Kerala

(Svedberg, IFPRI)

Figure 4.2 Child underweight in eight large Indian states where it increased
a subperiod between 1992/93 and 2005/06
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http://class.povertylectures.com/IFPRIUltraPovertyHungerChinavsIndiaMalnutrition.pdf

Figure 4.3 Selected proximal and underlying determinants of child malnutrition
in India and China, 2004 or closest year
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power parity.


http://class.povertylectures.com/IFPRIUltraPovertyHungerChinavsIndiaMalnutrition.pdf

Malnutrition
India vs
Bangladesh
(see
Washington
Post story)
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/india-wakes-up-to-child-malnutrition-shame-begins-to-make-some-progress/2012/12/26/9b90e488-3a02-11e2-b01f-5f55b193f58f_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/child-malnutrition-in-india/2012/12/26/2cd76792-4fb0-11e2-950a-7863a013264b_graphic.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/child-malnutrition-in-india/2012/12/26/2cd76792-4fb0-11e2-950a-7863a013264b_graphic.html

‘How to help: conditional cash transfers

“I think Conditional Cash Transfer programs are as
close as you can come to a magic bullet in
development. They are creating an incentive for
families to invest in their own children’s futures.
Every decade or so, we see something that can really
make a difference, and this is one of those things.”

Nancy Birdsall, Founding President / Center for Global Development



While waiting for CCTs (no CCTs in China)

*South Asia, food for work or off season public works
(EGS in India, Ethiopia’s water conservation program)

* Microfinance in Bangladesh and India, especially when
embedded in a safety net (see Roy on the Bangladesh
consensus)

* Migration abroad: Kerala supported by remittances
from immigrant working in the Middle East



Girls Not Brides: child marriage NGO

*Girls not Brides 2014 Skoll Foundation Awardee,

*Globally, 720 million women were married before their
18th birthday. Every year, they are joined by another 15
million under 18 brides.

* In sub-Saharan Africa, 40% of women are married
before they are 18... common historically, but not now

* Early marriage makes it much less likely girls will work
or attend school...

Source: Girls not Brides, 2015 Ending child marriage in Africa A brief by Girls Not Brides



http://www.skollfoundation.org/tag/girls-not-brides/
http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf

Table WA-1 Child marriage: 10 highest-prevalence

, , countries in the world in 2005-2010

Ch | ld M a rrlage % of women married at:  Age 15 Age 18

rates high in Niger - 75

B an g | a d es h & Central African Rep 29 68

: : Chad 29 68

In d la an d 1N Bangladesh 32 65

SSA, but not Guinea 20 63

Mali 15 55

g al m ent Madagascar 14 48

exporting ctys Mozambique 21 56

India 18 47

Source: Girls not Brides based on UNICEF SOWC 2012
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/country/bangladesh/# edn3


http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/

Ten child marriage hotspots in Africa:

Countries with the highest child marriage rates.

# MARRIAGE BEFORE 18
@ MARRIAGE BEFORE 15

Source: Girls not Brides, 2015
Ending child marriage in Africa

GUINEA

It. SIERRA LEONE

444 18+

Source: UNICEF, 2014. State of the World’s Children 2015: Reimagine the future.
Statistical table 9: Child Protection.
For a full list of African countries and their rates of child marriage, see appendix.


http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf
http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf
http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf

Main causes of child marriage in Africa:

* Acute poverty: parents give a daughter in marriage to reduce
expenses & temporarily increase income, parents paid a bride price.

* Tradition: child marriage persists for generations — straying from
tradition could mean exclusion from the community.

 Safety: marrying a girl as a child is seen as a way to ensure her safety,
in areas where girls are at high risk of physical or sexual assault.

* Crucially, gender inequality drives child marriage: in many
communities girls are not valued as much as boys — they are
considered to be a burden or commodity.

Source: Girls not Brides, 2015, Ending child marriage in Africa A brief by Girls Not Brides



http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf

Impact: Child marriage holds back Africa

e Child marriage can have life-threatening health consequences for
girls.

e Child marriage denies girls their right to education.

* Child marriage puts girls at risk of sexual, physical and psychological
violence throughout their lives.

* As minors, child brides are rarely able to assert their wishes, such as
whether to use family planning methods or practice safe sexual
relations. Married girls can be particularly vulnerable to HIV/AIDS and
other sexually transmitted diseases.

Source: Ending child marriage in Africa A brief by Girls Not Brides



http://girlsnotbrides.theideabureau.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Child-marriage-in-Africa-A-brief-by-Girls-Not-Brides.pdf
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